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the south are at the mercy of air squadrons in the
north of Spain*1 Andalusia and Spanish Morocco, in
determined hands, control the western entrance to the
Mediterranean far more effectively than can Gibraltar,
which may easily become untenable. Finally Galicia
and the Asturias, with their indented coast-line, can
form a base for submarine and air attacks which in the
next war may make the Bay of Biscay impossible for
our merchant shipping,

The prizes were great. To Italy intervention in Spain
opened possibilities of the Mediterranean at last becom-
ing mare nostrum* a Roman sea. To Germany it meant
the chance in any future war of making an effective
blockade of England, as well as of forcing France to
keep large armies on her southern frontier. Both
countries began their Spanish intrigues about the year
1934. At first their tentative efforts met with little
success, but after some two years they were to reap a
great reward.

1A few years ago France moved some of her most important
munition works into the south-west.